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The two-day festival features:

Day 1- The Gala Dinner - 30 September 2026 - 18.30 onwards. An intellectually stimulating
and engaging evening, bringing together our community with leading voices from Brussels,
EU capitals, and beyond.

Day 2 - The State of Europe high-level roundtable - 1 October 2026. A day-long brainstorm
on the priorities shaping Europe’s next phase.

Please see below some of the discussants already confirmed for this year:

S1.2e S1.2e European Commissioner for Defence and Space
5128 France's Special Envoy for Artificial Intelligence
512e Co-Chair of the European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFRY), former Swedish

Prime Minister, Friends of Europe Trustee

Si12e Si2e Dean of the Paris School of International Affairs, former Spanish
minister of foreign affairs, and Member of the Governing Board of the Jacques Delors
Friends of Europe Foundation

>1ze  size Distinguished Visiting Fellow at the Peterson Institute for International
Economics and former governor of De Nederlandsche Bank

R Chair, European Parliament Committee on International Trade (INTA)

3128 European Commissioner for Environment, Water Resilience and a
Competitive Circular Economy

5128 Director General of the European Space Agency (ESA)

>12e Founder and CEO of Undercats Media, bestselling author of “Good
Night Stories for Rebel Girls” and European Young Leader (EYL40)

s12e S12e Prime Minister of Greenland

>12e stzesize  Exeacutive Director of the United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS)

>12e >12e Vice-President of the European Investment Bank (EIB)

s12e 512e  Chair of the Bundestag Budget Committee and former minister

512e g Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Moldova, European Young Leader (EYL40)

>lze  s1ze . Romanian Minister of Foreign Affairs and European Young Leader (EYL40)

5128 former chief economist at the IMF and ®'2¢  °12e
Emeritus of Economics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

CAEZE CAEZE Mayor of Tallinn

































TABLE 3 — NIGERIA: THE NEW GIANT

As Africa’s most populous country, a leading economy and a key regional power,
Nigeria plays a pivotal role in shaping political, economic and security dynamics
across the continent. With a population expected to exceed 400 million by 2050,
making it the world’s third most populous country, Nigeria’s demographic trajectory
will have profound implications for global growth, labour markets, urbanisation and
migration. For the EU, cooperation with Nigeria is increasingly strategic, spanning
trade, energy and security. As both sides navigate a more competitive world, how can
the EU and Nigeria build a stronger partnership for growth, security and stability?

TABLE 4 — CHINA: COUPLES COUNSELING

Once defined by booming trade and investment, EU-China relations are increasingly
shaped by disputes over subsidies, industrial overcapacity, market access and
economic coercion, European leaders warn that Chinese state-hacked industries are
distorting competition and threatening Europe's industrial base, while Beijing
accuses Brussels of protectionism and containment. Yet despite growing tensions,
the two remain deeply interconnected through trade, investment and critical supply
chains = and, in many respects, need each other more than ever given glohal
geopolitical shifts. Is the EU-China relationship heading towards managed
competition, or can it find a new balance between rivalry, interdependence and
cooperation?

TABLE 5 - UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: BUILDING A BROADER PARTNERSHIP

The launch of negotiations for an EU-UAE free trade agreement offers an opportunity
to place relations on a more ambitious and practical footing. The prospective
agreement aims to reduce barriers to trade and investment while expanding
cooperation in services, digital trade and strategic sectors, including renewable
energy, green hydrogen and critical raw materials. It could also provide a foundation
for a wider future agreement hetween the EU and the Gulf Cooperation Council.
Beyond trade, the two sides share important interests in protecting maritime routes,
maintaining energy and supply-chain security, countering terrorism and addressing
instability across the Gulf and the wider region. Recent tensions around the Strait of
Hormuz have further highlighted Europe’s direct stake in the security of the region’s
shipping lanes and energy flows. How can the EU and the UAE use the FTA
negotiations to build a broader strategic partnership?

























































